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98-231 May 28, 1998 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
EIU STUDENT JOINS ELITE GROUP FOR SUMMER RESEARCH 
CHARLESTON -An Eastern Illinois University student will join an elite group of his 
peers in Louisiana this summer as part of an extensive federally funded undergraduate 
research program. 
David Wilson of Charleston, a 20-year-old junior majoring in mathematics, will spend 
June 8 through July 31 at Tulane University in New Orleans as part of Research 
Experience for Undergraduates (REU). The EIU Honors Programs student speaks 
modestly about his impending experience, but REU organizers emphasize that only the 
most exceptional students are chosen for participation. 
Wilson was one of only a dozen students nationwide -- chosen from among 200 
applicants -- selected to participate in Tulane's program, said Morris Kalka, chair of the 
university's mathematic department. "We have a group of very talented young people 
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coming to our campus," he said. 
Many of those students are on summer break from some of the country's top 
universities, including Massachusetts' Harvard University, the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology, and the University of Michigan. According to Kalka, members of the student 
group will work independently and/or in groups of two, with faculty mentors. · 
Tulane is just one of several universities offering REU in 1998. Each summer, the 
National Science Foundation funds a number of opportunities for undergraduates to join 
research projects in REU "sites" established in all fields of science, mathematics and 
engineering. Each site consists of a group of 10 or so, who work in the research programs 
of the host institution. 
In addition, seminars, lunch meetings and social functions are organized to facilitate 
interaction between the undergraduates. Students are granted stipends and, in some 
cases, assistance with housing and travel. 
Wilson, as a participant at Tulane, will receive a $2,500 stipend, plus campus 
housing. His research will center around differential geometry and topology. 
Students from past years who have participated in REU have, as a rule, gone on 
to highly successful careers, Kalka said , adding that many have names that are now 
nationally known throughout their chosen fields. 
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